We, the undersigned, hereby urge the Washington State Building Code Council to remove proposals 21-
GP2-032, 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, 21-GP2-060, 21-GP2-062, 21-GP2-063, 21-GP2-065, 21-GP2-066, 21-
GP2-079, 21-GP2-080, 21-GP2-089, and 21-GP2-091 from the final Group 2 building code package.

Passing the Group 2 building code package with these code changes included will represent the
country’s most stringent and most expensive package of building codes. Altogether, this code package
would increase the up-front cost of a new home by a minimum of $24,070*. Over the lifetime of a
mortgage, the home owner can expect to pay $72,210 for these unfunded mandates.

We oppose the heat pump mandates for space and water heating. These two proposals
alone would increase the up-front cost of a new home by $8,350. Worse yet, the true cost
to the homeowner over their 30-year mortgage would surpass $25,000. Existing homes
would be forced to upgrade their current HVAC systems to a heat pump if increasing the
sizing of the original HVAC equipment. Estimates show that could cost homeowners a
minimum of $23,000.

We appreciate our current ability to choose the energy that best suits our families' space
heating, water heating, and cooking needs. Please do not eliminate energy choice in
Washington state.

We oppose design standards such as dictating where air handlers and water heaters can be
placed within a home. We prefer to have our water heaters in our garage and our air
handlers where design professionals decide to place them. We do not support placing air
handlers or water heaters within the conditioned space, with no opportunity to locate
elsewhere (such as an attic).

We oppose the window and air leakage requirements that would add another $9,200 onto
the price of every new home constructed under the proposed 2021 Residential Energy Code.

We oppose this unelected body of governor appointees to adopt the electric vehicle
charging mandate that requires all new homes with carports and garages to be “EV ready.”
Aside from the potential cost of upgrading electrical infrastructure and increasing load
demand on the electrical grid, there is no legislative mandate from the Washington State
Legislature to adopt EV charging standards in the IRC or WSEC-Residential. Relying on one
legislator’s interpretation of the intent of the bill is not sufficient in expanding the SBCC’s
rulemaking authority. We advise the SBCC to withdrawn this code change from the final
passage of Group 2 codes.

We oppose the SBCC from adopting the 2021 WUI code in its entirety. RCW 19.27.560
clearly outlines the sections of the 2018 version of the WUI code that shall be implemented.
Those four sections are as follows: 504.2 (roof coverings), 504.5 (exterior walls), 504.7
(appendages and projections), and 403.2 (driveways). Adopting any language aside from
what is explicitly outlined in RCW 19.27.560 is an overstep of the directive provided by the
legislature. We recommend the code changes applicable to adoption of the 2021 WUI be
removed until the legislature grants the SBCC proper authority to enact the entire 2021 WUI
code. Further, a full adoption of the 2021 WUI would increase the cost of constructing
homes throughout the state due to increased costs associated with fire-resistive materials



required in the WUI. Lastly, arbitrary limits would be placed on where homes can be built,
and with how much vegetation can surround them, potentially causing conflicts with locally

adopted ordinances.

We urge the SBCC to keep the following facts in mind when casting their votes on the Group 2 code
package:

Only 15% of Washington families can afford to purchase a home in current market conditions.
49% of Washington families are housing-cost burdened, meaning they pay for than 30% of their

income on housing their families.

Only 3 states are on the 2018 version of the energy code (IECC). 80% of the country is on the

2012 code or earlier.

10 states account for half of U.S. total emissions. Washington ranks among the lowest emitting

states.

Our state simply cannot afford to pass these building codes. Please vote to remove proposals 21-GP2-
032, 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, 21-GP2-060, 21-GP2-062, 21-GP2-063, 21-GP2-065, 21-GP2-066, 21-GP2-
079, 21-GP2-080, 21-GP2-089, and 21-GP2-091 from the final Group 2 building code package.

Sincerely,
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